Intro
Caring for future generations is implicit in the meaning of sustainable development because children are our common future. All mothers need access to pre-natal care and assistance at birth; likewise, all children need families and communities equipped to care for them. Scientific, medical and educational programs that support the well-being of children and families lay the ground for future growth, healthy communities and sustainable development.

Healthy Start
Despite advances in health care technologies, infant mortality persists in the United States. The Healthy Start program, a project of the Department of Health and Human Services, is successfully combating infant mortality with community-based approaches.
	
The Healthy Start program targets communities with high infant mortality rates. It improves maternal and infant care by funding programs administered by local governments or non-profit organizations. Local residents receive training as case managers and outreach providers, working with women, families, health care providers, and businesses to improve prenatal health care. Healthy Start has grown six-fold in the last ten years, dramatically reducing infant mortality in communities around America. In the District of Columbia, the program eliminated infant mortality among its clients in 2000. That same year, the national infant mortality rate fell to an unprecedented low of 6.9 per 1,000 live births.

Safe Motherhood
Ensuring safe motherhood and the survival of newborn infants are the first steps in safeguarding the health of children, women, families and populations. USAID programs support maternal nutrition, provide health care during pregnancy, promote safe childbirth and improve the care of mothers and newborns. 

Since healthy mothers are more likely to raise healthy babies, caring for mothers is one of the most effective ways to protect infants. As the largest bilateral donor of reproductive health assistance to the developing world, USAID has successfully promoted prenatal education, skilled birth attendance and breastfeeding programs around the world. In Bolivia, the death rate for newborns dropped to less than half of previous levels after women received training in safe birthing techniques, and attended births have increased substantially in most regions where USAID motherhood programs are underway.
